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Introduction

"It does not identify or credit any sources, but nor does it claim any exclu-
sivity of authorship."

Is the above quote a statement by a student trying to weasel out of an act of

blatant plagiarism? No, these were the words of Prime Minister Tony Blair's
spokesman in 2003, trying to account for a much-ballyhooed U.K. intelligence
document claiming Iraqi possession of weapons of mass destruction that was not
only mostly lifted-spelling, grammatical errors and all-from unacknowl-
edged Internet sources but that also failed to mention that much of the data on

which it was based was 12years old (BBC, 2003). Hailed practically as the smok-

ing gun in making his case to the United Nations by U.S. Secretary of State
Colin Powell, the episode was an abject reminder of how students hardly have a
monopoly on plagiarism and other forms of intellectual dishonesty.

Any teacher trying to fashion a way to deal with plagiarism has to begin
with the recognition that a myriad array of forms of intellectual dishonesty not
only surround us in the wider world but are often celebrated and rewarded. If

the moral compass of students seems shaky at times, we cannot be overly sur-
prised. As a sociologist, I have the good fortune and indeed obligation to address
and analyze this societal context in some of my courses. But for most teachers,
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